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WHY HIRE AN ARBORIST? 

 

Certified Arborists specialize in the care of trees or woody plants.  They are 

knowledgeable about the needs of trees and are trained to provide proper care.  

Hiring an Arborist should not be taken lightly.  Proper tree care is an investment 

that can lead to substantial returns.  Well cared for trees are attractive and can 

add considerable value to your property.  Poorly maintained trees can be a 

significant liability.  Pruning or removing trees, especially large trees, can be 

dangerous work.  Tree work should be done only by those trained and equipped to 

work safely in trees.  

 

SELECTING THE RIGHT ARBORIST COMPANY 

How do you know if the Arborist you are talking with is actually a certified 

Arborist?  The international society of arborculture (isa)  is the governing body of 

arborists in North America.  All certified Arborists are certified through the isa.  

We get a number once we pass, it’s found around our name.  for example my name is 

Dianne Hutton and the number is after my name PR5142A.  The PR stands for the ISA 

chapter I am a member of.  PR is short for Prairie, Alberta, Saskatchewan and 

Manitoba make up the Prairie chapter.  The numbers is how many certified Arborists 

are in the Prairie chapter and the A stands for Arborist as there are other 

certifications the ISA offers.   

 

Here’s where it gets tricky. The ISA allows people and companies to be members, 

certified or not.  Once a member, the ISA allows certain logo’s to be used by that 

person or company.  A member logo looks very similar to a certified arborist logo.  

Some companies make the ISA logo small so the words under it can’t be read easily.  

Both logos are at the bottom of this page.  When people ask me how can I tell 

certified or not, I tell them to look for the certification number by the name.  The 

ISA requires certified Arborists to showcase their number in specific locations or 

ISA can cancel the certification.  Certified Arborists are very proud of their 

certification, it’s hard work, it’s always right by our name and no other place.  

 

Other smart things to ask for or do:  Ask for proof of insurance, WCB and a 

business license.  Don’t always accept the lowest or highest quotes, you want the 

company in the middle.  Be wary of companies going door to door.  Good Arborists 

are busy and don’t need to peddle for work.  Get quotes in writing…ALWAYS!! 
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