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What's wrong with my Spruce Tree? 

 

If you are noticing yellow/orangish needles on the inside of your Spruce tree all is 

well. Needle die back occurs on the inner branches every year from the trunk to 

usually a foot or two along the branches. Sometimes you see it sometimes you don't 

notice it.  Usually it happens in February-March but when the weather is very hot in 

July or August they will change sooner like in September.  These are the needles 

the tree will sacrifice first if it's struggling, stressed or if the needles aren't 

getting enough sunlight . 

  

Weather causes this. If Spruce trees go into any kind of stress it will take the 

energy from these inner needles and divert it to the outer needles and buds.  This is 

how the tree survives.  These inner needles mean very little if anything to the tree.  

They are usually a different color of green and are laying flat. Why are they like 

this?  Inner needles don’t get the sunlight they need to be very healthy like the 

needles on the out side of the tree. It’s easy for the Spruce tree to cut them off, 

basically.  The amount of rain we get last year combined with very little sun put all 

trees into a bit of stress.  They did not have enough sunlight last year to 

photosynthesize enough energy and the high water table stressed them out a bit.  

Spruce trees like less water over more.  Your should never need to water an 

established Spruce tree on a regular basis.  Then this spring until mid summer we 

had a lot of rain and not a lot of sunlight.  This is causing the trees to drop thier 

inner needles early.    

 

What stress?  Our Spruce trees like it cool and a bit moist to dry.  When we 

like the weather, Spruce don’t.  When temperatures go above 30C, our trees  in 

Alberta find it too hot and close up their pores (stomata), to prevent drying out.  

Basically, they are holding their breath.  This then causes health issues which 

comes forth by inner needle die back.  Also, when it’s too cloudy, the trees don’t 

get the sunlight required to photosynthesize, therefore not making the energy they 

need to survive winter.  They take the energy from the inner needles.  On real hot 

years inner needle die back appears in late summer through to fall.  In not enough 

rain or cloudy years, it will appear in late winter. 
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